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Death Penalty and the Process of it
	The death penalty is a subject of controversy for many years ago. However, not all countries have taken capital punishment as a heinous crime because it is common and constitutional. For instance, countries such as the United States of America and India have practiced capital punishment for many years, but not all crimes are subjected to death punishment. Some of the crimes that can be punished through death include rape, aggravated murder, homicide and drug trafficking. The use of death as punishment for capital offenses is under immense argument in the United States of America, but the country continues to practice despite the public's outcry. Nonetheless, people against it are arguing that the act is inhuman and against fundamental human rights. This paper examines the death penalty process and argues that it should be abolished because it is ineffective in handling capital crimes due to discrimination, high public spending, and act standards.
Summary of Death Penalty
	The United States government has decisively supported the death penalty regardless of the high controversies on death sentence for capital crimes. Nevertheless, not all states have implemented capital punishment because only twenty-nine states, the United States of America military and the federal administration have enforced the law. Malkani (2016) claimed that between the reestablishment of the federal death punishment in 1988 and 2021, seventy-nine offenders had been sentenced to death while sixteen are already executed. Nevertheless, federal capital punishment is applicable in all states and American territories, although it happens infrequently. Among the sixteen individuals executed, thirteen occurred within six months between July 2020 to January 2021.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The death penalty at the federal level was apprehended without following the constitution and this resulted in the supreme court judgment of Furman V. Georgia in 1972. However, different from the fast rebuilding of the death punishment in several states, federal death punishment was not reestablished up until 1988 but for a few crimes. Similarly, the federal death penalty act was implemented in 1994, which significantly increased the number of crimes victims could get death punishment. The death penalty is not performed directly because it costs someone’s life. Therefore, substantial procedures must be followed before authorizing the federal death penalty. MacDougall & Williams (2017) claimed that the method for assigning federal death punishment must pass through the department of justice in Washington and consultation must be adhered to with the local Attorney's offices. The United States attorneys in every district are the ones to essentially indict the cases and sometimes are helped by the attorneys from the Department of Justice. As a result, this helps to ensure that there is fairness in every decision put forward and all parties receive justice.
	Moreover, federal capital punishment across the nation is contained in the Special Confinement Unit at the United States Penitentiary Terre Haute in Indiana with limited exclusions. MacDougall & Williams (2017) focused on death penalty data from the states and indicated that in 2017, twenty-three individuals were executed. However, the number was distributed in different states and Texas had seven people hence holding the majority of them where Arkansas had four. 
	Malkani (2016) stated that individuals facing the death penalty are those involved in violent crimes. However, several crimes are associated with violence, including rape, murder and aggravated assault. The same source added that violent crime occurrence has reduced since 1960; however, they recently increased.  Malkani (2016) emphasized that the violent crime rate augmented by nearly three percent between 2014 and 2016. Also, violent crimes conducted by individuals have experienced an intense increase in the past few years. Therefore, although the founding fathers implemented punishment methods that would ensure the society runs smoothly, more information needs to be researched to obtain the most effective ways of punishing criminals to reduce the repeat and intensification of the crimes. 
Methods of Execution
	Criminals subjected to the death penalty are also provided with the best methods of execution. The process of taking life is not easy and is against social norms. However, the death penalty proponents argue that individuals involved in murder must face death to bring just to society. The criminal justice system has developed different executing criminals’ methods for capital crimes such as the gas chamber as well as lethal injection together with electrocution, at the same time hanging and lastly firing squad. 
	Lethal injection is most common method of execution in the US. Crawford (2017) defined lethal injection as the administration of different chemicals that can induce death. Oklahoma was the first state to implement lethal injection in the United States in 1977. Nonetheless, Oklahoma was not the first to execute a person using lethal injection because Charles Brooks did it in 1982. Currently, all the states with the death penalty implemented have utilized the method. Denno (2015) explained that when performing lethal injection to the victim, the person is normally bound to a gurney. The execution team individual places some heart control in the skin of the criminal. Therefore, two needles are then injected into the criminal veins and frequently in the arms. 
	Moreover, extended tubes are then linked to the needle over a hole in a block wall to some circulatory trickles. The first solution is harmless; then the curtain is released to allow the witnesses to see the criminal and then the injection is done. According to Denno (2015), the injection contains sodium thiopental which makes the criminal sleep, then pavulon follows that makes the body paralyze and stops breathing. Finally, potassium chloride's last chemical is inserted in the criminal’s body, which blocks their heart. Therefore, the inmate's death is caused by the excess anesthetic and respiratory and cardiac chloride arrest and the convicted individual becomes insentient. This method is inefficient as it may result in pain to the inmates because doctors cannot engage in execution due to their medical ethics. Although the doctor will have to guarantee the person is dead, lack of involvement is a challenge. People involved in injecting the inmate do not have experience; hence, they can insert it in the muscle, or the needle may become clogged. Consequently resulting in risky pains.
	Nevada decided to find new ways to make the inmates die with less pain and in 1924, gas chambers were implemented as a method of execution. Although the first use of gas in the killing was done in Gee Jon's cell, it did not work due to gas escape to other cells. This resulted in the state making a gas chamber. Currently, 5 states have allowed the utilization of gas chambers, but they also have a lethal injection method. However, this method has controversies with some states such as California, arguing that it is an uncommon sentence and cruel because it makes the person suffer from the deprivation of gas, which makes them strain. 
	The procedure for conducting gas killing was critical. First, an individual is tied to a chair inside the chamber. The sulfuric acid is then placed below the chair and a stethoscope is placed inside the individual’s body for the doctor to confirm if the person is dead. After everybody has left, the gas chamber is sealed and a warden delivers a signal to allow sodium cyanide crystal to be released in the pail. Crawford (2017) described how a person feels when exposed to the gas and said that they experience pain and immense anxiety because it is similar to a heart attack. They die of hypoxia, where oxygen is deprived in their brain. In 2015, Oklahoma adopted nitrogen gas in the chambers, which is readily available in the environment.
	Hanging was the main method of execution by the 1890s. However, the technique is still utilized in states such as Washington and Delaware together with lethal injection. Crawford (2017) stated that before hanging is performed, the individual is first weighed and preparation conducted utilizing the sandbag with similar weight. The purpose of the rehearsal is to realize the length of the drop required to guarantee rapid death. Nonetheless, when the rope is bigger than expected, the person will have to be beheaded and if it is short, then strangling will occur in less than forty-five minutes.
 The process requires rope to be prepared well to ensure it will not cause excessive pain. Preparation is done in different ways. Crawford (2017) stated that the rope must be a three-quarter inch to one and a quarter-inch in diameter and cooked and strained to eradicate coiling. The lump must be lubricated with wax to guarantee a flat and descending activity. Before the hanging, the individuals’ hands and legs are held and then are blindfolded and noose located in the neck with the lump behind the left ear. The individual’s weight should result in a fast fracture displacement of the neck. Denno (2015) emphasized that sudden death does not occur regularly because of variations in individuals' neck muscles. 
	Firing squad is another method of execution used in different states such as Utah. Although the method is not common, it is used when the states are not able to obtain the required drugs used in lethal injection. The inmates had to select the method as their choice and Ronnie Gardner was the first person to be executed using the firing squad in 2010 (Denno, 2015). The inmate is then covered in the head and the doctor inserts a white cloth where the heart is located. Five shooters are then placed 20 feet away from the inmate and they are then allowed to aim at the white cloth where the individual's heart is located. 
	The execution methods cause pain and suffering to the inmates and in an attempt to get the more humane way, New York state established the electrocution method in 1888. The first electric share was developed and William Kemmler was the first person to be killed using electrocution in 1890. Other states started to utilize the method, and Nebraska used it as the primary method until 2008, when the court termed it unconstitutional. Denno (2015) described the process of electrocution and emphasized that an individual is first shaved and placed in an electrocution chair with belts holding the inmate's chest, arms, and legs. 
Crawford (2017) added that the electrode is then involved in the scalp and forehead through the sponge saturated with saline. The inmate is then blindfolded and the power supply handle is pulled when all people are settled in the observation room. The power supply released holds about five hundred to two thousand volts and is left on for almost thirty seconds. After turning it off and the inmate’s body is seen relaxed, the doctor will then check to see if there are heartbeats and if there is, the power supply button is pressed again and until the inmate is dead. In the past few years debates have been on the same and whether it is a right way to punish offenders for capital crimes.
Death Penalty Analysis
The criminal justice system is responsible for handling criminals. Therefore, they have to provide them with moral support, help rehabilitate them, and prevent the crimes again.  Criminal justice comprises several agencies, including the courts, law enforcement officers, prisons and prosecution. Therefore, the criminal justice place in the death penalty is to provide punishment to lawbreakers. Luong (2021) stated that criminal punishment is essential in maintaining the social structure as well as the government. However, it is important to have the best penalty that will not be against social morals and help reduce the occurrence of similar crimes and utilize as minimum resources as possible. The main intention of punishment is specific deterrence, overall deterrence effect and incapacitation. 
Bandes (2018) claimed that the death penalty had satisfied the three goals of punishment. The same source added that specific deterrence is where the criminal stops repeating the crimes after passing through the punishment process. Similarly, the overall deterrent effect theorizes that punishing an individual depresses another person from obligating to comparable crime and incapacitation, which separates the criminal to protect society. This includes imprisonment or the death penalty. Nevertheless, many people perceive the death penalty as both cruel and uncommon because it violates the human right to life. According to Bedau (2019), the eighth amendment in the constitution safeguards America's citizens against any procedures and arrangements that result in unusual and harsh punishments.
Capital punishment violates the eighth amendment. According to Blocher (2016), the eighth amendment in the constitution posits that excessive bail will be necessary, nor extreme fines levied or harsh and uncommon punishments imposed. Therefore, the amendment forbids the federal administration from striking unjustifiable penalties on offenders. Many people have tried to challenge the death penalty by arguing in the form of the eighth amendment because capital punishment is cruel and an unusual sentence imposed by the supreme court. Despite Furman V. Georgia starting the stoppage of short-term end of capital punishment for 10 years in 1972 (Bedau, 2019). The court focused on protesting how capital punishment laws were pragmatic and found that they were harsh and unconstitutional. Although the court reversed some of the death punishment cases before, it comprised a significant series of state acts, misconducts and realistic conditions. From this it is evident that proper guidelines should be set in mandating that any form of punishment does not disregard the set amendments and respect human rights where every human has a right to respectful death.
Nevertheless, by 1976, the supreme court had eliminated the concept that capital punishment does not perpetually interfere with the constitution. However, the court implemented the standards that must be followed to regulate the death sentence. For instance, mentally ill individuals and minors cannot be executed. 
Moreover, the death penalty is expensive for the country to set the resources needed to perform executions. According to Hulme (2020), the cost of a lifetime jail sentence is far less than that of the death penalty. Furthermore, another additional spending involves the measure in the utilization of court accounts, prolonged trials, specialized witnesses and charges for lawyers. The same source added that in 1995 the case proceedings for three Washington country killings averaged more than 1.5 million dollars. The court rules that one individual faces the death penalty. However, it is restrained that the whole probationary and defense costs to the administration and nations correspond to 9 million dollars every year. 
Also, ACLU (n.d) stated that the death penalty is consuming fewer resources available because it utilizes the courts' time and efforts. The process of execution is immense and requires proper preparation, which consumes time. Also, more time is spent in law enforcement officials, courtroom and prosecuting attorneys. The excessive weight creates a problem in the society as they cannot control crime and as finance could be used in eradicating crimes and creating educational awareness than on death punishment.
The death penalty process also has significant challenges as it results in discernment on the form of the offenders' socioeconomic status, race, and geography. According to Steiker & Steiker (2015), the difference between white individuals and blacks facing the death penalty is far. Therefore, African American and Latinos have a higher number of individuals convicted in death row than the white. Hence, some individuals believe that capital punishment leads to racism and economic status dominations (Hulme, 2020). The same source stated that executions are conducted based on those with less financial status. Moreover, 90 percent of the individuals waiting to be executed are poor and cannot afford the cost of having an experienced attorney. Furthermore, the convicted individuals will depend on the state attorney who is overworked and poorly paid, thus lacking the motivation to create the best defending team that will yield positive results. 
The death penalty does not prevent crime. According to ACLU (n.d), the death penalty was implemented to reduce the crime rate; however, since 1977, more than 80 percent of the executions made are from the south as it was the area with more murder. On the other hand, the Northeast part comprised 1 percent of the execution because it has minimum murder cases. The same source added that the idea of deterrence is researched significantly; nonetheless, no evidence has proved that the death penalty stops murder crime from happening or makes individuals safe. Punishment plays an essential role in reducing crime and preventing other people from indulging in criminal activities. 
Punishment makes people fear criminal activities, thus stopping them from hurting other individuals, such as participating in murder. The death penalty eliminates an individual from the world, and this does not make the person any lesser than the states involved in the execution process. Therefore, stopping the crime does not necessitate the use of unusual punishment but effective programs and reasonable punishment that will not inflict other individuals' lives or cause pain. Beim et al. (2015) claimed that law enforcement officials were asked to state the most effective methods of dealing with violent crimes. They mentioned gun control, decreased drug usage, longer sentences, and adding the number of police officers in the street. The death penalty was the least useful method of punishment. This indicated that partisan individuals who inform the public on the importance of the death penalty are manipulating the citizens because they cannot develop effective ways of dealing with crimes. 
The law is a process that must be followed. Laws are created to ensure people do not interfere with other people's lives and activities and provide the community's lives fairly and peacefully. Nevertheless, the death penalty came to disrupt the law because many innocent people will be executed. It is saddening that the individuals will not take advantage of the new evidence presented or enjoy the benefits from the setback of conviction after the death execution has already happened. According to Westervelt & Cook (2018), since the regeneration of capital punishment in America in 1976, the number of illegally convicted people is many standing at 138 innocent adults free from death row. The same source added that some witnesses came to speak the truth a few minutes before the execution could take place in other cases. Murder indicates a sign of insufficient respect for people's lives because death is irreversible and killing is unacceptable as well as the policy itself states that killing is immoral. Therefore, the death penalty indicates inefficiency in the states and criminal justice in coming up with solutions to solve the complex social problems.
In summation, having discussed several aspects of death penalty, it is clear that the death penalty was implemented to punish and deter crimes in societies. However, the pragmatic intention is not achieved because the method is not effective. Since the death penalty is a subject under immense controversy, arguing against the death penalty is more and valid. For instance, the execution method such as the gas chamber, hanging and electrocution is not safe for human beings because they are inhumane and subject individuals to pain. Also, the death penalty has violated eighth amendment because it is harsh and unusual. The innocent get killed through the death penalty as the process of law is not followed. The convicted individuals are dead before the right procedures are followed as false witnesses may be used, resulting in inaccurate judgments. The death penalty also results in significant discrimination in terms of race, geography and social class. Because the poor will most likely not obtain fair judgments because of a lack of proper and experienced attorneys and based on the available data, the Blacks are more executed than the whites since the establishment of the death penalty. Similarly, the death penalty is costly than a life sentence, resulting in the misuse of resources and wasting taxpayers’ finances. And finally, the death penalty does not lead to the deterrence of crime because states with capital punishment have the highest violent crime rate.


References
ACLU. (n.d). The case against the death penalty. American Civil Liberties Union. https://www.aclu.org/other/case-against-death-penalty 
Bandes, S. A. (2018). All bathwater, no baby: Expressive theories of punishment and the death penalty. https://repository.law.umich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1698&context=mlr 
Bedau, H. A. (2019). 8. The Eighth Amendment, Human Dignity, and the Death Penalty. In The Constitution of Rights (pp. 145-177). Cornell University Press.
Blocher, J. (2016). the death penalty and the fifth amendment. Nw. UL Rev., 111, 275. https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=6227&context=faculty_scholarship 
Beim, D., Clark, T. S., Lauderdale, B. E., Hangartner, D., Lauderdale, B. E., Spirig, J., ... & Lauderdale, B. (2015). The Effects of Panel Assignment on the US Court of Appeals in Death Penalty Cases.
Crawford, B. L. (2017). Methods of Execution. The Encyclopedia of Corrections, 1-8. https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118845387.wbeoc119 
Denno, D. W. (2015). The Firing Squad as a Known and Available Alternative Method of Execution Post-Glossip. U. Mich. JL Reform, 49, 749. https://repository.law.umich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1160&context=mjlr 
Hulme, A. (2020). How the Death Penalty Lives: An Empirical Analysis of Discrimination in Capital Punishment in Texas from 2012 to 2018. https://repository.tcu.edu/bitstream/handle/116099117/40245/Hulme__Alexandra-Honors_Project.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
Luong, H. T. (2021). Why Vietnam continues to impose the death penalty for drug offenses: A narrative commentary. International Journal of Drug Policy, 88, 103043. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2020.103043 
MacDougall, M. J., & Williams, K. D. (2017). The Federal Death Penalty Scheme Is Not a Model for State Reform of Capital Punishment Laws. Am. UL Rev., 67, 1647. https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2065&context=aulr 
Malkani, B. (2016). Dignity and the death penalty in the United States Supreme Court. Hastings Const. LQ, 44, 145. http://orca.cf.ac.uk/105230/1/Malkani_Dignity%20death%20penalty%20and%20USSC.pdf 
Steiker, C. S., & Steiker, J. M. (2015). The American death penalty and the (in) visibility of race. The University of Chicago Law Review, 243-294. https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/16784863/82UChiLRev243.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
Westervelt, S. D., & Cook, K. J. (2018). Continuing trauma and aftermath for exonerated death row survivors.

